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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 043656 

EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, UG 

SUBJECT: U.S. CITIZENS IN UGANDA 

1 . PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE FOR TRANSMITTAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO AMBASSADOR 
ELLERKANN. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED FBIS REPORT 
CONTAINING TEXT OF UGANDA GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
VENUE FOR AMIN'S MEETING WITH AMERICAN CITIZENS HAS BEEN 
CHANGED TO THE ENTEBBE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AT 0800 

A.M., MONDAY RATHER THAN THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CENTER AT 1 100 AS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED. JUSTIFICATION 
IN ANNOUNCEMENT WAS ONLY THE AIRPORT COULD HOLD 
3,000 PEOPLE. 

3. WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN'S 
ASSESSMENT OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS CHANGE, HIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 043656 

ESTIMATE OF MOTIVES BEHIND IT AND HIS FEELING AS TO 
WHETHER CHANGE WILL MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR AMERICAN 
CITIZENS TO ARRIVE ON TIME. 

4. IN MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ANNOUNCEMENT, FEBRUARY 26, 
REGARDING SITUATION IN UGANDA FOR U.S. CITIZENS ARE WE 
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CORRECT IN INTERPRETATION THAT AMERICANS MAY OPT FOR 
UGANDAN CITIZENSHIP BUT WILL NOT BE REQUIRED OR PRESSURED 
TO DO SO. WE WOULD APPRECIATE AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN'S 
COMMENTS. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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